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Children: Greatest in Heaven

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God, our IFaéinel from our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, amen. The text for the seroday comes from the Gospel, which
was read earlier.

If you caught any bit of the 2008 Summer Olympyesy will be able to see
which country was the greatest with regards to nsetlze United States took the medal
count with 110. If you look at the greatest athlat the games, one would say the
greatest would be Michael Phelps. He went a pe8or-8 in Beijing, breaking Mark
Spitz’s single-Games record for gold medals. Hamvi7 times over nine days and
broke the world record in four of his five individiuiswims. His three relay teams also set
world marks. The United States and Michael Phatpsarguably the greatest of the 2008
Summer Olympics. But what about all the other Qderathletes who didn’t win a
medal? Because they didn’t win a medal, doesntean that they are not the greatest?

The same question was made by the disciples egards to heavefiWho is the
greatest in the kingdom of heavenThey had discussed among themselves on the road
to Capernaum. They had held their peace becawsgulfty feeling. They wanted to
know who was greater. The implication was thabathe Twelve would be great, yet
that some would be greater than the rest. Onoe, the Twelve had had their dispute,
and Jesus had delayed until this time in order nm@sbughly to settle this question that
was so fraught with danger because of envy, jeglqugle and hatred. There was a

possibility that it might disrupt this little barad twelve.
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Mark describes Jesus as sitting down and theimgahe Twelve to Himself and
making an opening statement before He called tthe ¢hild to Himself. So, after the
disciples had confessed their dispute, we mustimeathat Jesus formally seated
Himself, His manner indicating that He intendedefar all to clear up this question of
precedence and greatness in His kingdom. Wheigtbatest: a child.

Everybody thinks babies are cute and cuddlypHlthe first to agree with that
statement. Besides entertainment value, rarepdadts consider that such little ones
could ever be of much practical use. Jesus h#teaetht view. These babies grow into
something far valuable than we could ever imagthédren. He says that we must all
become children in order to be saved and enterdmeakrom the high places in the
kingdom after which the disciples were strivingsuketakes them back to the very portal
of that kingdom. The disciples are given two cbeiaeceive a child in Jesus’ name or
cause a child to sin.

Jesus gives us the formula of salvation: faitke bBkchild. Faith like a child is not
something that comes easy, especially to adults.gkw up, we learn to be
self-dependant. We even adopt the idea of “subhafk/the fittest.” We are taught to
strive to be the greatest in all that we do. Maytse have heard the saying, “Second
place is the first loser.” Who is stronger: a wehkd or a strong man? For Jesus, faith
is best seen not by a man, but by a child.

Jesus has in mind the turning which is usualliedatonversion, equivalent to the
regeneration He required of Nicodemus. To perméself to be called, led, loved,
without pride and without doubt, in simple trustat is childlikeness even as this is the

nature of children who possess nothing but needything; who are able to do nothing
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but receive everything as a gift — this must bewthg for all who desire to enter the
kingdom of heaven. Humble trustfulness is a gaodreary of what Jesus has in mind,
this translated into the spiritual realm, into oelation to Jesus. A king’s child plays
with a beggar’s child, and neither feels aboveadtteer. We bring our children up, while
God brings His children down. Many have thouglat tthildren must first grow to
manhood before they can enter the kingdom; Jesesses this: He teaches that the
disciples must go back and become little children.

There are certain false teachings in the Churdchwimay cause us to stumble.
One such practice is the theology of glory. Theotbgy of glory places greater emphasis
on human abilities and human reason. It expeetsddle results if we do our part. This
thinking is quite opposite the child’'s helplesstgeiving whatever comes. Another false
teaching of the Church is withholding Baptism framinfant. There are those who do
not practice infant Baptism because they say tleaild cannot believe. However, their
logic is flawed. A child can believe. A child ctaik, a child can walk, and a child can
sin. Those who believe this way suggest that aift’adeason or ability to believe is
necessary for and contributes to salvation. Thabt what we see in Scripture. Jesus
says at the end of Matthe;0 therefore and make disciples of all nationspbaing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son &tlaeadHoly Spirit....” Under the
category of “all nations” fall infants. They aresf as capable of having faith to receive
the gift of Holy Baptism, just as any adult is.

If we are to follow the words of Jesus, how do“wen and become like
children?” We do not become like children by our own actio@air sin hinders us from

becoming like children. Because of our sin, werareable to see ourselves as children:
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doing what we ought not to do, going where we ounghtgo, looking, leering, and
imagining what we ought not see. We deceive ouesal we think that there is anything
that we can do to save ourselves. Salvation camigsby faith, faith like a child.

How does one become a child of faith? It is difft, no doubt about it. Our
minds must be transformed by the Word of Jesushyttie word of the world. We must
solely rely on God and Him alone to provide us vatin daily bread. We must rely on
Jesus to be who He says He'ise way, and the truth, and the life.We musmnot rely
on our own thoughts, words, or deeds to bring abausalvation. We musiot rely on
the world to give to us everlasting life. It isrply the act of the Holy Spirit to give to us
faith. The Holy Spirit reveals how we, as dependerak, and helpless babes, are
cradled in the arms of God. When our hearts amgisnare reshaped by Word and
Sacrament, we gain an awareness of this truth.

Earlier | mentioned a false teaching of the Churthe theology of glory. It
sounds very good and very promising. Howeverthielogy of glory is not what we
find in Scripture. We don’t see our lives playad like the movieField of Dreams
Our lives are not, “If you want it” or “If you dd,iGod will give it.” That is not how God
works. He gives to us that which we need to snsiar bodies and lives each day. We
must reject this idea of theology of glory and @&ast focus on a theology of the cross.
That is done when we think not of our faith in teraf adult-mindedness, but in simple
terms as a child. That is the same thing thatsJdeas in our text. He rejects the false
teachings of the Christian world in much the sanag.wHe makes clear thdhese little

ones...believe in me.”
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One thing that is confusing to me is when a chudcining the Divine Service, has
“children’s church” at the same time. “Childrewisurch” is taking the young children
out of the Divine Service and having an extendedld@y School time, or “church” that is
more of a play time with games so that they dartérrupt the Divine Service for the
adults. Here’s the problem: if the children arehaving “children’s church,” how will
they learn to behave in the Divine Service? HoWtwey begin to learn what is taking
place in the Divine Service?

Becoming children of God is indeed hard for usl&dd and that includes the
hard-hearted “adults” we are from the moment ofcemtion, at birth, and at any age
throughout life. In fact, it's impossible for ugut it has happened already. Jesus, the
only Son of the Father, makes us children of thatesFather by Holy Baptism. We see
that displayed for us in Infant Baptism; the masadtiful display of the Gospel, because
it visually demonstrates our complete dependend8ahand His grace: every Christian
is a tiny child in the arms of Jesus. In Jesugi@aamen. Now the peace of God which
passes all understanding, keep your hearts andsrmr@hrist Jesus until life everlasting,

amen.
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